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Minister’s Letter

Another day, another report about what we should
or should not be eating! Drink red wine, it's good for
you. Don’t drink red wine it's bad for you. Drink
coffee as the caffeine prevents skin cancer; don’t
drink coffee as it makes ones heart race. Don’t have
skinny young girls on the catwalk as it encourages
eating disorders; more children than ever are obese
and running the risk of heart disease and diabetes.
What a strange approach we seem to have towards
our food these days.

When God called Moses to lead the people of Israel
from slavery to freedom, He promised them a land
that was ‘flowing with milk and honey.” These days,
Moses might well have responded ‘skimmed and not
blended | hope Lord, as I'm watching my figure!’

We live in a country where food is abundant. |
remember when | returned from a visit to a village
school in Zimbabwe where the children had been
starving due to drought, being overwhelmed with
emotion when | saw with fresh eyes the
supermarket where we bought our food. We are
indeed blessed with ready supplies of fresh produce
from all over the world, sold at prices that are
comparatively cheaper now than at any time in our
past.

So why do we seem to be at war with our food and,
by implication, with those who produce it? No doubt
there is a residual distrust caused by the fear
aroused during the BSE crisis of a few years ago.
And the constant drip of sensational reports in the
media, often based on small sample surveys from
which wider implications are drawn, don’t help.

One of the biggest complaints | hear from farmers is
over regulation. One told me of the hours he spends
noting every chemical spray he uses, the same
spray which contains many of the things in a
domestic fly killer which we all use with impunity.

| opened the door to a caller recently who turned out
to be an official from DEFRA who was doing a spot
check to ensure we weren’t feeding my wife’s pet
pig, Marigold, any ‘catered’ food. The definition of
‘catered’ meant anything that had been in our
kitchen. Apparently, if we bought bread and cut it in
the garden, fine, if we cut it in the kitchen we ran the
risk of a hefty fine or imprisonment!

At this time when we celebrate Harvest in our
churches, it is surely right to reflect with
thanksgiving for the bounty of the food we enjoy.
We begin in September this year, at harvest time,
the Year of Food and Farming which aims to help
children and young people understand better where
their food comes from; to introduce to the young
some of the people who are responsible for bringing
food to their tables and to encourage thankfulness
for all who are involved in the food chain, including
God!

Do you say a Grace before your meal? A simple
daily prayer of thanksgiving to God for the food you
receive to sustain you and for the people who work
so hard to provide it? If not, start this harvest time to
do so.

Let's praise God, as the prophet Joel did. ‘Do not
fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice for the Lord has
done great things! Do not fear, you animals of the
field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green;
the tree bears its fruit.’

Andrew Evans

Rector
HarFEST 2007 -
Hullavington Music and Arts Festival
Details inside!

Our thanks to Furry Tails, your local pet suppliers of Chippenham and Cirencester who have extended their
sponsorship of The Net. Tel 01249 444332, 01285 650444 or 01225 775375




The Great Cycle Ride
Saturday 8 September

The annual sponsored cycle
ride/ walk visiting Wiltshire's
Churches takes place on
Saturday 8 September. Half
the money raised goes to the
Wiltshire Historic Churches
Trust and half to the Church
of the cyclist's/walker's

choice. Further details from
your parish organiser. If you do not feel energetic
enough to cycle or walk, please consider
sponsoring a cyclist/walker. Help will also be
required on the day at your local Church to
welcome all the visitors.

Chris Vines

@ mothers union

Sherston has an active branch of the
Mothers Union which meets in Sherston
Church once a month at 7pm on a
Thursday. They welcome visitors.

This month the branch members are
asking ‘Global Warming - can we help?’
on September 20th.

For further information please contact

ST. GILES LIVING CHURCHYARD PROJECT.

The fun continues in the mellow days. Our regular work
session and social meeting is on Saturday 15th September
09.30-12.00. The unusual Devils Bit Scabious will be in
flower.

On Sunday 16th we will join Wiltshire

. Wildlife Trust for a walk over West Yatton
» Down at 2.00 p.m. This secret limestone
combe is full of fascination.
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We will also be helping with the Stanton St.
Quintin big environmental day on Saturday
29th with Churchyard wildlife tours. Come and find out
more about local natural history at any of the above events.

: * Sunday 2nd
September is
the Patronal
Festival for St
Giles after
whom both
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Festival on Saturday 29th

&
@ junk modelling, finding out about energy @
& many other activities for all the family. Entry

&
@ interested in having your own stand please

&

For more information contact IVAN 01249 657684 or LI1Z
€ REDUCE, REUSE, &
& to be hosting its 8 &
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September, 11am - 3pm @
@ efficiency, recycling all sorts of items,
@ is free!
@ call Helen on 01666 837164

01666 837921
&€ RECYCLE...RELAX ¢ o &
Environmental Awareness
@ at the village school. Come and have fun with @
composting, meeting local food producers plus @
@ For more information or if you would be
&
@ (gizhelen@hotmail.com)
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Alderton and
Stanton St Quintin churches are
named. This year the celebrations
are being held in Stanton St Quintin
Church with a Service of Morning
Praise at 11.00a.m. followed by a
“bring and share” lunch in the
Church Hall. Please do come and
help make this a really festive
occasion.

Stanton St Quintin

Open Day St Giles Church
will be having an 'open
house' day on Saturday 8th
September from 10 a.m. to 6
p.m. Please feel free to come
and look round our beautiful historic Church and
join us for a cup of tea or coffee. We look forward
to seeing you!

Gift Day The 8th and 9th September will be our
Gift Days when donations towards the upkeep of
the building would be most welcome.

Current and past copies of The Net are now published every
month on the Hullavington village website http://
www.hullavington.info/ When in the website click on "St
Mary Magdalene Church" and then on "The Net"
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Services in September

Hullavington
2nd 11 am

6 pm
9th 11 am
16th 11 am
23rd 11 am
30th 11 am

Norton
2nd 9.30 am

Come and Praise
Evensong

Holy Communion
HarFest Service

All Age Family
United Benefice Holy
Communion

Holy Communion

Stanton St Quintin

2nd 11 am

9th 9.30 am
16th 9.30 am
23rd 6 pm
Alderton

9th 10 am
Easton Grey
2nd 9 am
23rd 6 pm

Foxley
9th 1lam

Luckington
2nd 11 am
9th 11 am
16th 11 am
23rd 11 am
30th 11 am
Sherston
2nd 8 am
9.30 am
6 pm
9th 8 am
9.30 am
6 pm
16th 8 am
9.30 am
6 pm
23rd 8 am
9.30 am
6 pm
30th 8 am
9.30 am
6 pm

Patronal Morning Praise
(with Alderton)

All Age Family

Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Family Service

Mattins
Harvest (with Foxley)

Holy Communion (BCP)

Family Communion
Mattins

All Age Family
Holy Communion
Harvest

Holy Communion
Sung Eucharist
Evensong

Holy Communion
Sung Eucharist
Evensong

Holy Communion
Family Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Sung Eucharist
Evensong

Holy Communion
Harvest Festival
Farmers’ Service

Sunday 9th September 6.30 pm
The parishes of the Gauzebrook Group have

been invited to join with Malmesbury Abbey on
Sunday 9th September at 6.30 p.m. to celebrate
and mark the completion of the deanery/group

office. All are welcome.

MUSTARD SEEDS

From September Mustard seeds will meet on
Wednesday afternoons from 4.30 to 5.30 in
church. We hope this will enable those who

want to come, but who have busy Sunday
mornings, the opportunity to attend.

In addition we will continue to meet at
10.45am on the 2" Sunday of the month in
Court House, joining the congregation towards
the end of Holy Communion service.

The first Wednesday Mustard Seeds will be on
12" September.
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Saturday 8t - Sunday 16t September

Yesééitds upon us

Hullavingfan many good things on offer.
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e The Festival starts off with a Tea Dance

= on Saturday 8% September at 2pm, so
for all those who fancy a Cha-cha-cha,

d Quickstep or elegant Waltz, the part
J: starts here! Later in the evening will see 3 welcome
J: return of Naked Voices supported by your very
J’ own Village Voices.

New for 2007 is 3 Cabaret Style Words Evening of
poems stories and, all being well, a one act play, on
J: Thursday 13t%. The Harvest Supper and Barn Dance
J: fills Friday evening, with the BandFEST rocking
u away on Saturday the 15%. We are hoping to offer

an African Drumming workshop on the Saturday
afternoon.
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u Finally we will have the Harvest Setvice on Sunday
u 16t followed by Star Turns at the Star Inn.

For information contact Michael Graves
(Tel: 837334) or John Samuel (Tel: 837605)

St Mary Magdalene celebrating music and the ar
in the community.
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eadline for contributions to the October edition of the Net is Monday 17th September -

please email your copy to the_net@hotmail.co.uk.
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