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Andrew Evans writes: How would Dr. Bell answer 
today? 

 
There has never been a time in the whole of human 
history when it has been so easy to communicate.  
In a flash of a second we can send complex e mails 
and pictures to each other, interrogate the internet 
for information that would previously have been only 
available to academics, or pick up a telephone, dial a 
number and talk to someone on the other side of the 
world.  We do indeed live in an age of Mass 
Communication. 
This ease of sharing information with each other is of 
huge importance for commerce and industry, of 
course.  We have the ability to access and do new 
things, as they say these days, 24/7.  With the 
advent of call centres barriers to trade have fallen 
away.  When we pick up a ‘phone or log-on the 
internet we can deal with our business at a time 
convenient to us and our individual pattern of life.  
The consumer is indeed king and it infects every 
walk of life. 
It’s a great way from the first ‘harmonic telegraphing’ 
experiments of Alexander Graham Bell.  Bell, born in 
Scotland before his family emigrated to Canada, 
became interested in the field of ‘electric 
communication’ because of his desire to help 
profoundly deaf people.  In Victorian times it was 
considered that nothing could be done to help the 
deaf.  Bell disagreed.  Bell’s scientific interest in this 
area led him to further research in finding ways of 
transmitting human speech via wire.  The first 
successful one way transmission was on 10

th
 

August, 1876 when Bell heard his father reciting 
lines from Macbeth over a distance of some 8 miles.  
The first successful two-way ‘telephonic’ 
conversation happened on October 9

th
 1876.  The 

rest is history. 
It has only been in the last 40 years or so that the 
telephone has become common place in people’s 
homes.  Remember the good old days of ‘push 
button B’ and queues outside ‘phone boxes?  
Nowadays of course many of us have mobile phones 

and for young people it seems to be the only way 
they communicate with each other, including, 
terribly, to bully one another!  I no longer am startled 
by people in the street who seem to be talking to 
themselves.  In the past such people either elicited 
sympathy or were given a wide berth!  Closer 
examination today usually reveals a plug in their ear 
and a ‘phone in the pocket. 
So, is this veritable Tower of Babel of language a 
good thing?  I’m going to sound like a ‘grumpy old 
man’ now because I think we have long passed what 
I think is a reasonable expectation. 
Because of my role, my telephone (and therefore the 
line into my family’s home) is a public one.  At times, 
it’s a bit like living in a call centre.  Most days, 
excluding family and the nuisance calls we all get 
nowadays, I get a dozen or more business related 
calls with the ‘phone ringing from anytime after 7.30 
a.m.  Vicars, you see, don’t shave, wash or eat 
breakfast, nor do their families ever sleep in.  I gave 
up telling people if I had a day off because of the 
frustration felt when conversations began ‘I know it’s 
your day off, but ..’ normally followed by something 
which could have waited.  After one particularly busy 
day, I remember answering the ‘phone at 10.50 p.m. 
and it was a villager who had just finished watching 
the late news, was upset about one of the items, and 
wanted to write to the Archbishop of Canterbury.  Did 
I have his postcode? 
Early in my ministry we needed to establish 
boundaries as a family.  For example, we still like to 
sit and eat our meals together around a table.  It’s a 
sacred time of sharing our day’s news.  If I’m out, I 
don’t expect family members to be the secretary no 
one else is willing to pay for.  And if I’m in a meeting, 
I honour the people with me by not giving priority to 
the person on the other end of the line who’s trying 
to get me even though I can see those with me are 
having difficulty resisting the strident tones of the 
bell, specifically ‘off–beat’ to make us respond.  In 
our modern age technology is a huge blessing, when 
it’s used with consideration and we are the ones in 
control.  
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Christian Aid collection 2007 
 

The collection this year in Hullavington and Stanton raised 

£1694.15, an increase of £70 on last year. 
 

Thank you to all who gave so generously and those who 

filled in the Gift Aid slips.  Gift Aid brought in £242.44! 

Many thanks also to the collectors, without whom there 

would be no collection. 
 

Pat Joiner, Co-ordinator 

SONGS OF PRAISE  
at Hullavington Church on Sunday, 

15th July at 4pm. Come and enjoy sing-
ing some favourite hymns  
ALL VERY WELCOME  

Sherston has an active branch of the 
Mothers Union which meets in Sherston 
Church once a month at 7pm on a 
Thursday. They welcome any visitors. 
 

The meeting planned for this month will 
be hymns and readings on 19th July. 
 

For further information please contact 
Pat Whitehouse on 840640 

Sarah and Steven Slarke 
of Hullavington are de-
lighted to announce the 
birth of Rebekah Lilia on 
8 June. They’d like to ex-
press the greatest thanks 
for all the prayers, good 
wishes and cards and 

presents. Visitors are most welcome! 

                                            A date for your diaryé 

                             Saturday 21 st  July 2007  

                                    from 3.30pm  

  

                         The Village òAlotta Bottleó     

                                     on the Stanton School playing                

field.     

  

                                    This year we are  

                                        òRocking All Over The Worldó! 

  

                                          

 Tickets  £7.00 Adult, £3.50, Child and £18.00 Family  

(includes food)  

 Please note that if you would like to eat with us ð you 

MUST purchase your ticket in advance of the event.  

Tickets bought on the day WILL NOT include food.  

 

This annual event is our fun community get together 

with Live entertainment from our villagers with òAlotta  

Bottleó ~ family fun ~ bar licence ~ bouncy castle ~ 

Ghurkha curry ~  

  

If you would like to be involved in our village annual 

event,  donõt hesitate ð please call Anita Druce (01666) 

837510 or pop into the school now.  Everyone is welcome 

to help make our Village òAlotta Bottleó as successful 

this year as in the years gone byé. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Monday 20th to Friday 24th August  
 

A holiday club for Primary School aged 

children at Hullavington Village Hall  
 

10 to 12 each morning   

£3 per session 
 

Come and Join the Fun! 
 

Places are limited so contact  

Jacqui Trubee at 

 Hullavington School 

(837604) or telephone Alison Reed 

on 837661 to register.   
 

If you find the charge prohibitive, please come and 

talk to us.  

 

Jungle Jamboree is being run 

by members of the local church 

community.  

Ladies 

''Taste and see that the Lord is good'' 

Take some time for yourself and come along to 

our Women’s Breakfast with Guest speaker  

FIONA CASTLE 
(widow of Roy and a great Christian speaker) 

at Hullavington Village Hall 

Saturday 7th July at 9.30- 12.30 

cost £5 per person 

Tickets available from Diane Hamblin 

Tel. 01666 837354 



A cream tea will be 

hosted at Holly House, 3 

Watts Lane, Hullaving-

ton, on Wednesday 4th. 

July (2-4 pm), admission price £2.  
 

All profits to help fund the HarFest 

Music Festival to be held in the week 

8th. - 16th. September.  

Services in July 
 

Hullavington 
1st 6.00pm Evensong 
8th 11.00 am Holy Communion 
15th 4.00pm Songs of Praise 
  

Norton 
15th 11.00am Service of the Word  
29th 10.30 am United Benefice Holy 
Communion 
 

Stanton St Quintin 
8th 9.30am All Age Family Worship  
15th 9.30am Holy Communion 
22nd 11.00am Morning Praise 
 

Alderton 
8th 10.00am Family Service 
 

Easton Grey 
1st 9.00am Matins 
15th 9.00am Holy Communion 
 

Foxley 
8th 11.00am Holy Communion 
22nd   9.30am Family Service 
 

Luckington 
1st 11.00am Family Communion 
8th 11.00am Matins 
15th 11.00am All Age Family Service 
22nd 11.00am Holy Communion 
29th  11.00am Holy Communion 
 

Sherston 
1st 8.00am Holy Communion 
 9.30 am Sung Eucharist 
 6.00 pm Evensong  
8th 8.00am Holy Communion 
 9.30am Sung Eucharist 
 6.00pm Evensong  
15th 8.00am Holy Communion 
 9.30am Family Service 
 6.00pm Holy Communion 
22nd 8.00am Holy Communion 
 9.30am Sung Eucharist 
 6.00pm Evensong 
29th 8.00am Holy Communion 
 9.30am Sung Eucharist 
 6.00pm Evensong 
  D 

eadline for contributions to the August 

edition of the Net is Monday 9th July —

please email your copy to 

the_net@hotmail.co.uk. 
Donôt forgetééé. 
Coffee at Serendipity  
every Friday morning from 10 until 12. 

Mustard Seeds in church at 10.30 on Sunday mornings 

Golden Threads on the last Wednesday 

Of the month in the Village Hall at 2.00pm 

Deuteronomy youth group meets twice a month on Wednesday evenings. 

For more information about any of the above ring Alison on 01666 837661 

OPEN DOORS! 

 F lowers ,  A r t 

And  Praye r 

4pm Fr i  20 thð4.30pm Mon23  Ju ly 

St Mary & St Ethelbert’s Luckington invite you to en-

joy the tranquility of our surroundings.  Paint, 

draw or just sit in spiritual quietness. Tea, 

Coffee and Prayer available. 

 

Church open 9am-4.30pm 

9am prayer circle,  4pm prayer circle 

      Info atthemcgrorys@aol.com 

01666 840803 

All ages welcome. Children’s activities catered for. 

ST. GILES LIVING CHURCHYARD 
PROJECT 
High summer and we can enjoy the fruits of our 
labours.  The Yellow Rattle has increased its 
numbers and is a joy to see.  There will be 
Knapweeds and Scabious amongst others - pop in 
for a stroll around sometime.   We have two social 
gatherings this month SAT. 7TH JULY 09.30-12.00 
and SAT. 28TH JULY 09.30-12.00.  Come along 
and join in the fun.   For further information ring 
IVAN 01249 657684 or LIZ 01666 837921.  


