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All Saints’

St Giles

Are you a leapling?

If you are a leapling then your birthday falls on
February 29" and you celebrate the actual day just
once in every four years! While that is sad when
you are young, as you age you can quite truthfully
say you are a teenager when you are above the half
century!

Why do we have leap years? Well, of course, it’s all
due to the fact that the Earth doesn’t quite fully orbit
the sun in 365 days and so to keep the calendar
correct a correction has to be made.

The Gregorian calendar, which was first used in the
C18"™ and replaced the much older Julian calendar,
‘put the date right’. This calendar was designed to
keep the vernal equinox, that is the point where the
sun passes from south to north and we move toward
spring and summer. However, even the Gregorian
calendar isn’t quite right as it makes no allowance
for the fact the Earth is actually slowing down, so in
time a further correction will need to be made as the
calendar will eventually be a further day out,
sometime around the year 10,000 AD!

The Gregorian calendar keeps the vernal equinox
on or as near as possible to March 21% so that the
date of Easter, the main Christian festival of the year
and the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus, is
celebrated on the 14" day of the lunar cycle making
Maundy Thursday the night of a full moon, the date
of the Jewish Passover.

Over the years many traditions have grown up
around Leap Day, not least the tradition said to date
back to the days of St. Patrick that on that day a
woman may ask a man to marry her. In 1288
Queen Margaret of Scotland enacted a law that if
the proposal was rejected by the man then he was
fined a pound or a silk gown. In those days, under
the Julian calendar, leap days fell on February 24"
Whatever the reason, or the tradition, we have an
‘extra’ day this year! How will you spend it? Why
not plan to do something, which might be quite
small, to mark the day out as special? Visit the
neighbour who lives alone, ring that awkward
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ﬂ Thanks to Pat Joiner who, for several
Eyears, has organised the annual Chris-

B tian Aid door-to-door collection in Hullav-
E ington, but is no longer able to do so.

B We need a willing volunteer to take over
E Pat’s good work OR THERE WILL BE

E NO COLLECTION THIS YEAR.
EAnyone who thinks they might be able to

Etake on this role can contact Pat on
E 837673 for more information.
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relative and ask how they are keeping, walk the
village and pick up any litter you see lying around.
Time, after all, is a gift from God and while He is
eternal, we are not. So, while we have a little more
time than normal, use it in His service.

Andrew Evans

Gauzebrook Area and North
Wiltshire Deanery Office,
Holloway, Malmesbury

For all general enquiries, including initial informa-
tion for baptisms and weddings please contact:
Steve Slarke, Administrator

Telephone: 01666 825019

E-mail admin@deanery.org.uk

Canon Andrew Evans:
Area Dean and Priest-in-charge
andrew@deanery.org.uk

Revd. Eve Pegler:

Curate eve@deanery.org.uk

The office is open Monday to Thursday 9.00 a.m.
t0 12.00 p.m.
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Stanton-St-Quiz-Night
CHURCHYARD & A
On Saturday 1st March in Stanton Church Hall | | PROJECT s
we will be running another of our
en[oyable q uizzes! Advance notice to come
Starting at 7.30pm), teams of 4-6, along to help with conser-
£6.50 per person. vation in the churchyard,
Deli Hot or to help spring-clean the church on Saturday
elicious Ho A A 15th March from 9.30 to 12.
Supper served at & @
half-time. ‘ Hot coffee (or tea) and fair-trade biscuits for all
workers.
For further information contact [van on 01249
XN 2 657684 or Liz on 01666 837921.
,e.
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Dance Praise Workshop!

Sherston has an active branch of the Mothers
Union which meets in Sherston Church once

From 18 " €20 " Feb (half term) a month at 7pm on a Thursday. They wel-
Join us at Luckington School Hall come visitors.

10am é 1pm (bring drink and a snack) . ) ) )
This month there is Quiet Evening on Febru-

Yr 5 and above ary 21st at 7pm in the church and on Febru-

Learn Hip Hop and contemporary dance to modern praise
music from Blush UK and Underdogz ary 25th (Monday) they have a Wave of
Prayer at 11am.
!

Book now I'tds Fr ¢gle
01666 840803 For further information please contact Pat
atthemcgrorys@aol.com Whitehouse on 840640

2 ThIS is the final issue of The Net and as we bid a fond goodbye we extend a huge THANK YOU
to Andrew, Angela and the team who have helped produce The Net, to A4 Stationers who print fg
|t each month and to Furry Tails who have sponsored it for many months.

@The new magazine “The Parish Life” will cof
ered free to all households in March. Thereafter it will be by subscription — 50p per copy or £5
@ per year. ;

i Deadline for copy is 15" of the month and articles should be sent to g
5 il sherstonparishmagazine@hotmail.co.uk (this address will change soon). Please continue to
isupport our new parish magazine with articles and news as you have in the past.

www.firstSunday@11.00 is on the first Sun-| |Past copies of The Net will continue to be avail-
day of every mont h ai|abkforthddimeybeirg on the Hulldviagton vilg
ton. It is an informal service welcoming any-| |lage website http://www.hullavington.info/
one of any age with any or no previous ex-| |When in the website click on "St Mary Magda-
perience of church. lene Church" and then on "The Net"
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February Services

Alderton
10th 10.00am

Easton Grey
3rd 6.00pm
17th 9.30am

Foxley
10th 11.00am
24th 9.30am

Hullavington
3rd 11.00am

6.00pm
6th  9.00am

10th 11.00am
17th 11.00am
24th 11.00am

Luckington
3rd 11.00am

10th 11.00am
17th 11.00am
24th 11.00am

Norton
3rd 9.30am

Sherston

3rd 8.00am
9.30am
6.00pm

6th 8.00pm

10th 8.00am
9.30am
6.00pm
17th 8.00am
9.30am
6.00pm
24th 8.00am
9.30am
6.00pm

Family Service

Evening Worship
Holy Communion

Holy Communion BCP
Family Service

www.firstsunday@11.00
Evensong

Holy Communion for
Ash Wednesday

Holy Communion
Morning Praise

All Age Family Service

Family Communion

Matins
All Age Family Service
Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Holy Communion
Sung Eucharist
Evensong

Holy Communion for
Ash Wednesday
Holy Communion
Sung Eucharist
Evensong

Holy Communion
Family Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Sung Eucharist
Evensong

Stanton St Quintin

3rd 11.00am
6th 8.00pm

10th 9.30am
17th 9.30am
24th 6.00pm

Morning Praise

Holy Communion for
Ash Wednesday

All Age Family Service
Holy Communion

Holy Communion

Coming Soon...

Women’s World Day of Prayer on March 7th
Details will follow in the pewsheet

Donot
forget...

Coffee at Serendipity
Every Friday morning from 10 until 12 Noon at
Serendipity B&B, The Street, Hullavington.

Golden Threads

On the last Wednesday of the month in the
Village Hall at 2.00 pm. For more information,
contact Elaine on 01666 837338 or Alison on
01666 837661.

Deuteronomy

Youth Group meets twice a month on Wednes-
day evenings. For more information, contact
Clare 01666 837249.

Small Groups

Meet every Tuesday in Hullavington at 12.45

pm or 8 pm and in Stanton at 8 pm. For more
information, contact Henny on 01666 837778.

HarFEST 2008

Planning for this year's HarFEST is underway.
It will run from Friday 12 September to Sun-
day 21 September. If you enjoy music and the
arts and are interested in supporting them at a
local level, please keep these dates free in
your diary. The programme should offer
something for everyone.

As part of our fundraising for the festival, we
will be running a variety of events over the
next few months. Please look out for notices
advertising a breakfast, cream teas, cake stall
and, possibly, a quiz.

St Mary Magdalene celebrating music and
the arts in the community

Our thanks to Furry Tails, your local pet suppliers of
Chippenham and Cirencester who sponsor The Net.
Tel 01249 444332, 01285 650444 or 01225 775375



