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Mi ni ster S Letter

One of the most ancient of English folk songs 1is

of barley for beer production, the song is said to have originated in pagan mythology concerning the death
and rebirth of the 6corn godb6.

Long before the advent of the cycle of Christian festivals to celebrate the production of food, the pagan
world marked the natural cycle with festivals and celebrations.

At this time of year, in early August, the feast day of the sun god Lugh was marked, the festival was called
Lughnasadh and this word remains the modern Gaelic term for the month of August (which itself is named
after a Roman emperor, of course!)

With the spread of the influence and practise of the Christian faith many of these older pagan festivals were
adapted so that the fun and feasting continued but with a specific Christ centred intent rather than pagan
celebration.

August is Lammas time. In some of the country this was misinterpreted as being a time for taking lambs to
church, echoes of the understanding of Jesus as the Lamb of God, and of the sacrifice of lambs, and there-
fore Jesusd6 own sacrifice, in ancient |srael

In fact, Lammas was a development of the Jewish Festival of the First Fruits, known as Shavuot or Pente-
cost. The word is in fact derived from the Old English hlaf meaning loaf (mass meaning festival) and so it
was a time to celebrate the reaping of the first cereals of the summer.

Symbolically the first sheaf of wheat was cut, threshed, milled and baked into a loaf which was then brought

cal | ¢

to church for wuse in the sacrament of Holy Communi on,

bread of |ifebd.
The rather wet summer that we have had this year has had a knock on effect with the harvest. Production
is expected to be down throughout the South West, with many farmers losing substantial quantities of grain
which has been ruined by the heavy rain, an expected consequence of which is that the cost of a loaf of
bread will rise by at least 5p before the autumn.
In our global economy, and when much of our cereals are imported anyway, | suppose most of us will
shrug, pay the extra and not really think about it too much. In this way we have lost a local connection
with the land (and therefore with those who work it) and in a way with God, too.
When local food was taken to the local church there was a direct and intimate link between the produc-
ers and the consumers. Seeing the crop grow and knowing that if it failed then famine might result also
re emphasised a closer dependence on God as Creator.
Maybe this month will mark the beginning of our summer which we seemed to have enjoyed in April this
year! Summer is a great time for picnics built around mounds of sandwiches. Perhaps the next time
you buy a | oaf, or make a sandwich or receive t
prayer of thanks to the farmers who grew the wheat, the millers were turned it to flour, the bakers who
cooked it, the purveyors who sold it but above all, to the God who blessed it.

Andrew Evans.
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Our thanks to Furry Tails, your local pet suppliers of Chippenham and Cirencester who have extended their
sponsorship of The Net. Tel 01249 444332, 01285 650444 or 01225 775375
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The Great Cycle Ride

The annual sponsored
cycle ride/ walk visiting
Wiltshire's Churches takes
place on Saturday 8 @
September. Half the <
money raised goes to the
Wiltshire Historic Churches [/}
Trust and half to the
Church of the cyclist's/walker's
choice.  Further details from your parish
organiser. If you do not feel energetic
enough to cycle or walk, please consider
sponsoring a cyclist/walker. Help will also be
required on the day at your local Church to
welcome all the visitors.

Chris Vines

ST. GILES LIVING CHURCHYARD PROJECT.

The flowers and butterflies in the Churchyard were an
amazing sight at our tea party on 24th June. The
homemade cakes and jellies were delicious - a
wonderful afternoon enjoyed by all who came along.

Our regular work session-social meeting
for August is on Saturday [8th 09.30-
s 12.00. The Churchyard has recently
had a Lichen survey carried out and a
species list compiled. Anyone wishing a
copy or wanting to find out more about
Lichens, please contact us.

We will be joining the Wiltshire
Wildlife Trust for a walk over
Pewsey Downs NNR - flowers and
butterflies galore, on Wednesday
22nd August at 2.00 p.m. Al
welcome.

x
r

%)

- [m i

information contact IVAN 01249

or LIZ 01666 837921

For more
657684

Eve Pegler

Following her Ordination at Bristol Cathedral on 1st July,
where she was supported not only by people from the
Gauzebrook Area but also by many others from Wroughton
and Cambourne churches, Eve Pegler has joined the
Gauzebrook Ministry team as Curate. We welcome Eve
and her husband Jerome to the area and hope that they will
feel at home here.

@ mothers union

Sherston has an active branch of the
Mothers Union which meets in Sherston
Church once a month at 7pm on a
Thursday. They welcome any visitors.

The meeting planned for this month is
Mary Sumner Day on August 9th.

For further information please contact
Pat Whitehouse on 840640

Sunday 2nd Septembes the Patronal
Festival for St Giles after whom both
Alderton and Stanton St Quintin churches
are named. This year the celebrations are
being held in Stanton St Quintin Church
with a Service of Morning Praise at
11.00a.m. followed by a “bring and share”
lunch in the Church Hall. Please do come
and help make this a really festive occasion.
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Alotta Fun ee. . Al
On Saturday 21st July on Stanton School Field, in
dry weather, a very enjoyable time was spent by
many people of all ages being entertained by Alotta
Bottle, the School and Village Choirs and other guest
artists. Early indications suggest that over £1000 was
raised to be shared between Stanton School and St
Giles Church. A big thank you to all who attended
and to those involved in providing the community
with such a high standard of entertainment.

FAIR TRADE

During the past year we have sold over £1600.00
worth of Fair Trade goods in the benefice which has
helped Traidcraft relieve the poverty of the people
supplying the goods from across the world. Thank
you to all who have supported this venture during
this year. A new catalogue is published this month.
If you would like to look at a catalogue to see the
range of items available please contact Angela Smith
01666 837467

Traidcraft are now launching a campaign for better
treatment of supermarket suppliers, as part of their
work to make businesses more responsible. Log on
to the Traidcraft website www.traidcraft.org.uk if
you require more information.

Current and past copies of The Net are now published every month on the Hullavington village website http://
www.hullavington.info/  When in the website click on "St Mary Magdalene Church" and then on "The Net"
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\Ne‘re QOing on Q
Services in August ; . |
Hullavington L Uungle Jambore

5th No Service

11th 11.00 am Holy Communion ; \
19th No Service Monday 20th to Friday 24th
26th 11.00 All Age (Holiday Club) Service August {

Norton A holiday club for Primary School

5th  No Service aged children at Hullavington Vil-
19th 11.00am  Service of the Word lage Hall

Stanton St Quintin 10 to 12 each morning 9
5th  11.00am Morning Praise " £3 per session

12th No Service
19th No Service

Alderton
5th  8.30am Holy Communion

Come and Join the Fun!

Places are limited so contact
Jacqui Trubee at
Hullavington School (837604) or telephone

Easton Grey Alison Reed on 837661 to register.

19th 9.00am  Holy Communion If you find the charge prohibitive, please come
and talk to us.

Foxley

12th 11.00am  Holy Communion Jungle Jamboree is being run by members of the

26th  9.30am Family Service local church community .

Luckington

5th  11.00am Family Communion
12th 11.00am Matins

19th 11.00am All Age Family Service
26th 11.00am Holy Communion

ullavington

HarFEST 2007 - Hullavington
Music and Arts Festival

Sherston th th
5th  8.00am Holy Communion Saturday 8 Sunday 16 September 2007
9.30 am  Sung Eucharist Yes......it’s not that far away now!! Whilst summer hasn’t prop-
6.00 pm  Evensong erly arrived it may seem cruel to start you thinking about autumn,
12th 8.00am Holy Communion but there are so many good things to look forward to.
9.30am  Sung Eucharist
6.00pm Evensong A full programme of events, ticket costs and booking information
19th 8.00am Holy Communion will be coming to your letter box very soon. In the meantime here
9.30am Family Service is a brief run down of the programme.

6.00pm Holy Communion
26th 8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am  Sung Eucharist

The Festival starts off with a Tea Dance on Saturday 8" Septem-
ber at 2pm, so for all those who fancy a Cha-cha-cha, Quickstep or
elegant Waltz, the part starts here! Later in the evening will see a

6.00pm Evensong welcome return of Naked Voices supported by your very own
Du RI NG Au G u s T Village Voices.
Serendipity New for 2007 is a Cabaret Style Words Evening of poems sto-

Remains OPEN every Friday ries and, all being well, a one act play, on Thursday 13®. The
10—12 am See you there! Harvest Supper fills Friday evening with the BandFEST rocking

@ away on Saturday the 15™. We are hoping to offer an African
‘y Mustard Seeds. Golden Drumming workshop on the Saturday afternoon.
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= Threads, and Deuteronomy, will

meet again in September.

Finally we will have the Harvest Service on Sunday 16" followed
by Star Turns at the Star Inn.

Look out for your personal programme of events that will be deliv-

eadline for contributions to the Sep- : ) .
e P ered to each household in Hullavington during August.

tember edition of the Net is Monday

13th August —please email your For information contact Michael Graves (Tel: 837334) or

copy to .
the net@hotmail.co.uk. John Samuel (Tel: 837605)
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